220                           PAUL GAUGUIN
officials in Oceania* Later, when he had taken refuge from the
imbeciles of Tahiti in the Marquesas Archipelago, his dislike
of the results of Western influences was to drive him into a
perpetual but heroic and losing war with all authority in his
defence of the rights of the islanders*
In the same number ofLes Gvipes, Gauguin published another
article, very different in style and intention, which proved
that he was still capable of rational and unviolent criticism,
In it he compared the unofficial activities in France's colonising
history of the poet, Arthur Rimbaud, with those of Captain
Marchand, whose presence in Fashoda in 1898 had brought
France and Great Britain nearly to war- It showed also the very
definite views held by Gauguin on the duties of a colonising
country and explains his later violent championing of the
Marquesan islanders in their struggle with a restrictive and
injurious colonial regime* "During the course of the year of
1898*," Gauguin wrote, "I received a sad piece of news, the
death of Arthur Rimbaud (a friend)* Rimbaud was a poet,
considered consequently by a portion of society, along with all
artists, as a being without use on this earth. The world of letters
was moved, for he was a very exceptional poet of great intelli-
gence, but that was all* It is necessary, without however going
deep into the question in so short a space, to say once and for
all that the words 'Glory of a country, usefulness' are generally
understood in a completely inverse sense, especially when it is
a question of colonisation. To colonise is to cultivate a country,
to make an undeveloped region produce things helpful, first
of all, to the happiness of those who inhabit it: a noble cause;
to conquer it and plant a flag, to instal a parasitical administra-
tion kept going at enormous cost by and for the sole glory of
a metropolis is an uncivilised and shameful stupidity*
"Rimbaud, the poet, the dreamer, explored on his own initia-
tive and without any other encouragement or resources than
his own desire for freedom and to do good* He went, as one
knows, nearly always on foot, alone and without much money*
i Rtmlaud died at Marseilles in